
The Licensing Process for Foster Care &  

The Approval Process for Adoption 

 
1. INQUIRY 

Prospective foster and/or adoptive family contacts Athens County Children Services (ACCS) for 

information and talks to the Recruiter from the Placement Unit. Within seven (7) days, an information 

packet containing handouts about children available for adoption and the foster care and adoption process 

is sent, with a cover letter noting the next Information Meeting.  

 

2. INFORMATION MEETING 

A brief overview of ACCS and specific information about the Adoption and Foster programs, including 

requirements for each. Attendance is not mandatory, but strongly recommended.  

 

3. REGISTER FOR CLASSES 

This can be done at the Information Meeting or by calling the Recruiter at ACCS. Classes are free and 

are available at numerous sites across Southeast Ohio. ACCS hosts pre-service classes 2 times per year.  

 

4. PRE-SERVICE TRAINING 

Attendance at 36 hours of pre-service training is mandatory. Information about the date and time for 

classes will be provided to you in the information packet, and available upon request.  

  

5. APPLICATION 

Prospective foster and/or adoptive family completes an application packet and submits it to the Recruiter. 

Applications and other additional paperwork are provided during pre-service training and are also available 

upon request. 

 

6. HOME STUDY 

After we receive your completed application packet, an assessor is assigned and will contact your family 

to begin the home study process. The home study process includes: 

• Interviews with and medical evaluations of all household members. Immunizations for influenza 

and Tdap for all household members taking children ages 0-2 and with special needs.  

• Fire Inspection by agency approved inspector and home safety audit 

• Reference checks 

• Review of applicant’s child care arrangements 

• Assessing applicant’s discipline philosophy 

• Applicants self-assess what child they would want to parent 

• Credit check – optional 

• Criminal background checks on all adult household members (BCI, FBI and National Sex Offender) 

• Copies of marriage and divorce certificates  

• Proof of vehicle insurance is required and a driving record check 

• Financial statement, verification of income, tax returns and copies of utility bills 

Some of these items will need to be turned in with your application. As you move forward in the process, 

this will be explained in more detail.  

 

7. DECISION 

If you meet all foster care requirements, ACCS will send its recommendation to the State for licensing as 

a foster home. If you are seeking to be approved for adoption, ACCS makes the decision as to whether or 

not to approve your home for adoption. Should ACCS deny recommendation for receiving a foster license 

or for approval as an adoptive home, the applicant(s) can withdraw from the process, or appeal the 

agency’s decision. 
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