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Adoption Subsidy 
Discussion, 

Determination, and 
Negotiation 

What’s the difference between FCM and 

AA you ask? FCM payments and other 

reimbursement (e.g. mileage) are meant 

to help cover all or most of the expenses 

encountered in parenting a foster child. 

Children in foster care are in the custody 

of an agency, and it is the agency’s 

responsibility to provide for their needs. 

On the other hand, AA is a modest 

financial support that provides adoptive 

families with additional resources to 

meet the child’s needs. We are 

supportive of families receiving AA and 

believe families are deserving of that 

support. But, the adoptive parents are 

responsible for absorbing the majority of 

the cost of raising the child and 

providing for his/her needs.  If you are 

fostering the child you are adopting, 

most likely the amount approved for AA 

will be much less than what you receive 

for FCM. Also, there will no longer be 

reimbursement for expenses such as 

mileage, school fees, clothing 

allowances, etc.  
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The ACCS Adoption Team provides 

quality services using culturally sensitive 

and best practice principles. We strive 

to meet the needs of all members of 

the adoption process through 

recruitment, permanency, and pre- and 

post-finalization services and support. 

The adoption team seeks creative 

solutions for problems unique to the 

population served. 

 



 

Subsidy Overview 

Discussing adoption subsidies can be 

an uncomfortable process. It is our 

belief that adoptive families need the 

monthly subsidy to help support them 

in providing a permanent home for a 

child.  

The subsidy, or Title IV-E Adoption 

Assistance (AA), is a monthly payment 

you will receive until the child turns 18, 

as long as you are legally responsible 

for the child. There are circumstances 

under which it could continue past 18, 

but that is a discussion that can occur 

as the child approaches that age. The 

purpose of the subsidy is to help 

support families in parenting children 

with special needs and extra expenses 

that are incurred. The subsidy is not 

meant to cover all expenses a family 

will have in adding children to the 

home through adoption. Families are 

expected to absorb the majority of the 

cost.  

For children who are not IV-E 
eligible, which is rare, the child may 

qualify for the State Adoption 
Maintenance Subsidy (SAMS). This is 
based on the adoptive family’s 
income. 

 

The Adoption Subsidy Process 

The Process 

After being matched with a child, the 

child’s caseworker will start discussing 

subsidy with you, and ask you to 

suggest an amount. Rarely, by state 

guidelines, a subsidy is required to be 

set at $0. The State minimum subsidy 

is $250, the majority of our subsidies 

tend to be between $300-$500.  

The following are allowable expenses 

and situations to consider when 

figuring out a subsidy amount, and are 

also considered by the subsidy 

committee: travel to regular 

appointments, needs (behavioral, 

medical, mental health, etc.) of the 

child, and financial circumstances of 

your family. The subsidy committee 

also considers the age of a child, if it is 

a sibling group, and the child’s trauma 

history. The subsidy cannot exceed 

what has been paid for FCM. 

Expenses that are not considered in 

subsidy amounts: child care, extra-

curricular activities, saving for college 

or a car, computers or electronics. 

After receiving your request, the child’s 

caseworker will give the information to 

the agency’s subsidy committee. The 

committee has a three-level guideline 

used in determining the range of 

subsidy for which a child qualifies. The 

committee considers all of the 

information presented by the 

caseworker, and either accepts the 

amount requested or offers another 

amount. Different amounts are offered 

when the committee determines the 

child does not meet the criteria for the 

amount requested by the family. You 

can either accept the amount offered, 

come back with a counter-offer, or ask 

for a state hearing. 

If you do not agree with the amount 

offered in subsidy, either at initial 

placement or in a future request to 

increase subsidy, a state hearing can 

be requested. Families are provided 

with the information about state 

hearings during discussion of subsidy. 

The agreed upon subsidy is spent by 

the family as they determine best for 

their child (i.e. put back for child, use 

for expenses, etc.). 

Please note, for children who are not 

IV-E eligible and if the adoptive family 

qualifies for SAMS, the maximum 

subsidy is $300.  

Requesting an Increase 

If in the future your child’s needs 

would increase or circumstances in 

your family change, you can request 

an increase in subsidy. Contact the 

Adoptive Family Caseworker for 

information in those situations.  

 


