
FOSTER  AND   
ADOPT  
PLACEMENTS  

Athens County Children Services 
A family’s need  is as   
individual as the family itself.  
If the foster and adopt  
program is not what your  
family is looking for, there are 
a variety of placement  
programs available. 

Traditional foster care 

Adoptive homes 

Independent living homes 
for teens close to  
adulthood 

Providing permanency and 
stability for children in care 

Contact: 

Recruiter 

PO Box 1046 

Athens, OH 45701 

Phone 740-592-3061 

Fax: 740-593-9041 

Athens County Children Services 

Mission Statement:  
 

Protecting Children,  
Strengthening Families,  

Securing Futures  



Foster and adopt families face  

emotional risks. The child may not 

be able to stay with the family, and 

letting go can be very painful.  

Letting go can also be positive, if the 

families have a good relationship 

that can continue after reunifica-

tion. When possible, children need 

to be with their families. 

The majority of children who are 

adopted through Athens County  

Children Services are adopted by  

foster parents.  

Each move a child has to make is  

difficult for them. Multiple moves can 

be devastating. The foster and adopt 

program attempts to reduce moves 

within the system by providing the  

stability and security of one family. 

Ideally, a child will remain in foster 

care for a limited time, until they can 

reunify with his/her birth family.  

However, some biological parents are 

unable to care for a child, and the child 

becomes available for adoption.  

Foster and adopt families are certified 

as a foster family, and approved as an 

adoptive family. They always serve as 

foster families first, and as such, are 

expected to vigorously support the 

child’s reunification with his/her  

family.  

 

1. Birth parents can decide they cannot  

parent their child, so they surrender their 

child in court, which divests them of all   

parental  rights and responsibilities.  Birth 

parents who have a good relationship with 

the foster parents have confidence that the  

foster parents can provide their child with 

stability, security, and love. In some of 

these situations, the positive relationship  

between the families continues after the 

adoption, which is beneficial for everyone.  

2. The biological parents’ rights are severed 

through court action. This occurs after  

efforts to reunify have failed. The legal 

process to sever parental rights can take 

several months.  

3. Foster parents decide they want to adopt a 

child in their care, who is available for 

adoption, and apply for approval through 

the county. If the foster parents have a 

child in their home  for 12 months or 

longer, they must be given consideration 

as that child’s adoptive family. 

 

Foster and Adopt: Is it 
Right For You? 

Foster and Adopt 
situations can occur in 

several ways: 
What else? 


