
Athens County Children Services 

WE ’RE  GLAD   
YOU  ASKED  
ABOUT  
ADOPTION !  

Athens County Children Services 

Contact: 

Recruiter 

PO Box 1046 

Athens, OH 45701 

Phone 740-592-3061 

Fax: 740-593-9041 

Athens County children currently 

available for adoption are listed on 

our agency website at 

www.athenschildrenservices.com. 

Click on the children waiting icon.   

Information regarding children  

available in Ohio can be found on  

different county websites. The link to 

each available county website can be 

found at www.jfs.ohio.gov/County/

County_Directory.pdf.   

For national adoption information 

you can visit www.adoptuskids.org.  

 

       Answers to Commonly    
           Asked Questions 

Did you know... 

The State of Ohio has more than 3,000 
children waiting for permanent homes.  
Many of them are school aged or older, 
many are teens, and many are part of a 
sibling group who want to stay  
together. 

Most of these children have physical, 
mental, and/or emotional problems.  
They are all waiting to be part of a  
permanent family. 

 

Are adopted children more difficult 
to parent? 

Parenting any child is not easy.         
Children today face many challenges.     
Although most children awaiting    
adoption have felt the trauma of abuse 
or neglect, services are available to help 
them and their new families, both  
during and after adoption.  

As with any parenting experience, 
adoption has it challenges and rewards. 

 

Do foster parents ever adopt? 

Foster parents may be considered as an 
adoptive family for a child in their care. 
More than 60% of the adoptions that  
occur in Ohio are by foster parents who 
have had the child in their home for 
awhile, sometimes years. 

Mission Statement:  
 

Protecting Children,  
Strengthening Families,  

Securing Futures  



H O W  D O  I  G E T  S T A R T E D ?  

Call Athens County Children Services  
Foster/Adoption Recruiter at  
740-592-3061.                                            

You will be sent information about the 
agency and its foster and adoption  
programs. Also included is an Ohio  
Adoption Guide, which lists public and 
private adoption agencies and their 
phone numbers. 

You can also get an Ohio Adoption Guide 
by calling the Help Me Grow Hotline at   
1-800-755-4769. 

You will also be invited to the next  
Information Meeting at Athens County  
Children Services, which provides an  
overview of  

Athens County Children Services 

Agency adoption program as well as a 
discussion of other adoption options 

Agency foster program 

Description of children available through 
Athens County as well as other area agen-
cies 

The Information Meeting is an opportunity 
for you to get your questions about adoption 
answered.  The Agency’s adoption workers 
have a wealth of experience so that they can 
answer many questions or direct you to  
resources for further information.   

 

 
WHAT IS THE PROCESS? 

Training—36 hours provided by 
the Agency 

Application/Criminal Background 
Check 

Home Study 

HOW LONG DOES THE PROCESS 
TAKE? 

The home study process will begin 
during pre-placement training or 
shortly thereafter. During the home 
study, you will have the  opportunity 
to identify the type of child or  
children who might fit well with your 
family and parenting style. The speed 
of the process varies depending on 
our workload and how quickly you 
are able to provide us with the needed 
information.   

HOW IS A MATCH FOUND? 

You and your caseworker can both be 
active in the search for a child. You 
can visit public and private web sites 
with pictures of available children. 
You may receive flyers from other 
counties, and you may receive flyers 
about children available through      
Athens County Children Services. 

You can have your home study sent to 
any agency within the State of Ohio or 
to any other State. The home study 
cannot be used for most international 
adoptions. 

Athens County Children Services is  
authorized by the State of Ohio to do 
adoption work. It is the only agency in 
Athens County with such authorization. 
 
WHO CAN ADOPT? 

Families of all compositions:   
single parent,   married, and  
co-parents 

Families with sufficient resources 
to meet their basic needs 

Families who own their own home 
or rent 

Families who may have parenting          
experience or not 

 

WHAT KIND OF HELP IS AVAILABLE? 

Financial assistance 

Help with medical, emotional and           
behavioral needs 

Casework services before and  
during  adoption  

Post-adoption services are also 
available on a voluntary basis 
upon the request of the adopting 
family after legalization of the 
adoption. 

 


